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PSALM Ci. 1. 


1 WILL SING OF MERCY AND JUDGMENT, 
UNTO THEE O LORD WILL I SING. 


| I O fix our attention on the hand of God as 


directing all the mercies and judgments which 


furround us is the appropriate deſign of this 
day—a defign, | ſurely, which cannot be conſi- 


dered as unſuitable, when we are ſo apt to be 
forgetful. Eſpecially are we inclined to forget 
our mercies,—a ſpirit of thankfulneſs to God 


is too great a ſtranger to the human heart. But, 


above all, when theſe mercics are found in the 
midſt of judgments, we dwell upon the unpleaſ- 
A. 2 ing 
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ing proſpect, while we overlook the many in- 
ſtances of divine forbearance—the many diſplays 
of protecting power—the various interpoſitions 
of providential care and the liberal bounties of 
God's gracious hand. 

To raiſe ourſelves a little from thoſe gloomy 
views which ſometimes oppreſs the mind, to 
diſtinguiſh amidſt our fears the cauſes of joy, 
and the grounds of better expectations, to mark 
the evident interpoſitions of Divine Power and 
Goodneſs, will excite a frame of mind which 
highly becomes us, and may diſcover more rea- 
ſons for gratitude and humble confidence than 
on a ſuperficial review of things we may appre- 
hend. And, while thus we are rendered thank- 
ful for the evident anſwers to former prayers, 
we may hope that the Gop or oun Merciss 
will become the Gon oF OUR SALVATION. 

May the Lord make what ſhall now he ſpoker, 
effectual to excite this deſirable diſpoſition. 


It may not be amiſs, in the pins g place, to re- 
move an objection, which will tend much to 
depreſs that ſpirit of thankfulneſs, and of chear- 
ful gratitude, which ought to lead the employ- 
ments of this day. It is, I acknowledge, an 

HObjection 


T0 | | | FS: b] | 
objection which has been felt in my own mind, 
and which I have heard from others ; but which 
is not, I am convinced, founded in truth. 

It has been ſaid, the preſent ſituation of our 
affairs rather requires a faſt, and the ſpirit of 


deep humiliation, than the diſpoſitions 1 | 


in the exerciſes of this day. 


It muſt be acknowledged the times are criti- | 


cal—the aſpect of providences 15 gloomy—the 


judgments of the Lord are abroad in the earth 


(would to God that the inhabitants might there- 
by learn righteoufneſs !)—and, in the preſent 
uncertain revolutionary ſpirit of the world, what 
will be the iſſue we know not. But ſurely we 
ought to remember, © It is of the Lord's mer- 
cies we are 29 conſumed, &c. And, if in judg- 
ment the Lord remember mercy, them it is great- 


ly incumbent upon us, in our prayers and hu- 


niliation, not to forget the tribute of gratitude 


and praiſe. 

We hare a remarkable inſtance of this in the 
Jewiſh nation, juſt returned from their captivity. 
They were yet in great ſtraits, ſurrounded with 
enemies who were bent upon their deſtruction. 


In the next chapter, therefore, we find them 


obſerving 6 
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obſerving a ſolemn faſt to the 10 Nor 
in the twenty and fourth day of this month, the 
children of Iſrael were aſſembled with faſting, 
and with ſackclothes, and earth upon them. 
And the ſeed of Iſrael ſeparated themſelves from 
all ſtrangers, and ſtood and confeſſed their ſins, 
and the iniquities of their fathers.” Neh. ix; 
1, 2. But, at the ſame time, if mercies are 
received mercies muſt be acknowledged, and 
therefore in the ſame month we find them cele- 
| brating a day of chearful thankſgiving. * And 
Nehemiah, which is the Tirſhatha, and Ezra the 
prieſt the ſcribe, and the Levites that taught 
the people, ſaid unto all the people, This day is 
holy unto the Lord your God ; mourn not, nor 
weep, for all the people wept when they heard 
the words of the law. Then he ſaid unto them, 
' Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, 
and ſend portions unto them for whom nothing 
is prepared; for this day is holy unto our Lord: 
neither be ye ſorry, for the joy of the Lord 1s 
your ſtrength. So the Levites ſtilled all the 
people, ſaying, Hold your peace, for the day is 
holy, neither be ye grieved. And all the people 
went their wy, to cat inc to drink, and to ſend 
portions, 
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portions, and to „ make great mirth, becauſe they 


had underſtood the words that were declared 
unto them.“ Neh. vii; 9, 10, 1 1, 12. This is 
the temper of mind we are this day called to 
imitate, a temper of grateful praiſe, and as op- 


portunity offers of kindneſs and benevolence. 


Thele things being premiſed, let us proceed 


has mingled in the preſent an of his 

righteous judgment, 

War muſt at all times be conſidered as the 
rod, as the ſcourge, of the Almighty. And ſurely 


effects, has been the moſt violent and deſtructive. 
It is the general ſcourge of Fur ope, in the hand 


of the Lord our Redeemer, to vindicate the 


his cauſe. 


niſhed us. We have wondered at the ſecret 
ſprings from which they could ariſe, at their 
powertul and general operation ; and theſe till of 
late have remained concealed. But, if any one 
would Know the cauſes of the late revolutions | in 
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to take notice of the great mercies, which God 


the preſent, in its riſe, its rage, its principles, and 


glories of his injured perſon, and the honor of 


The events, which of late years have been 


paſſing before our eyes, have ſurprized-and afto- 


Europe, and the ſtate in which we ſtand, I would 
adviſe him to read a late publication, entitled, 
% Proofs of a Conſpiracy againſt all the Religions 
and Governments of Europe,” by J. Robiſon, 
There he will find the whole ariſing from the 
ſecret but combined efforts of infidelity di. 
geſted into ſeparate and regular conſpiracies— 
carried on with all the artifice, ſubtilty, and 
rancour, of Satan—laying down as principles of 
action what muſt tend to the ſubverfion of ſo- 
ciety as well as of religion and acting with de- 
termined perſeverance, till they burſt forth in 
all the horrors of revolution, where nothing was 
tranſacted, amidſt all thoſe cruelties and immo- 
ralities which have ſurprized and confounded us, 
beyond what their ſecret principles juſtified to 
themſetves. What we have conſidered as the 
{cum ariſing from the violent efferveſcence of 
revolution is here diſcovered as originating from 
ſettled principles of action, avowed in their ſecret 
aſſociations. ® Upon this view of things, whether, 
had we been more defirous of it, we could long. 
have evaded the commencement of hoſtilities, 3s 


a queſtion very difficult to determine. 


T&) 


I will not ſay the war Was undertaken de- 


ſignedly for the ſupport of religion, but this 1 
muſt ſay, whatever were the deſigns and motives 
of thoſe who engaged in it, in the end it will be 
found, that all religion is cloſely connected with 
it, and all our civil and religious privileges de- 
pend upon a happy iſſue. | _ 

In this view, every ſucceſs which tends to our 
ſecurity is a blefling for which we cannot be 
too thankful, when we confider what has been, 
and now is, the avowed temper of our enemies. 
Every circumſtance that has been inſtrumental 
to preſerve us from ſuch a contagion, either be- 
fore or fince the war, is an inſtance of. God's 
goodneſs towards this favored land: favored weyet : 
muſt call it, ſince, whatever we may have hitherto 
endured through the ſcourge of war, our ſufferin 18s 

can bear no compariſon to the diſtreſſes of almoſt 

all the nations aroun us. | 
| Among the latter of theſe, though firſt in its 
effect, is, vhat none here, I truſt, will deny, 
the religious character of our king. This, I 
conceive, in the preſent cafe, may be mentioned 
with peculiar propricty, ſince, the lag time we 
met here on a ſimilar occaſion, it was our cor- 
1 dial 


(. 8 
dial employ to return thanks for his unexpected 


recovery from a moſt alarming affliction ; and I 


| heſitate not to aſſert, that we have now equal 


reaſon to be thankful for the prolongation of his 
important life, to the wiſhes of his people. Had 
we ſeen a king upon the throne of theſe king- 
doms, ſuch as filled almoſt all the thrones of 


Europe, like them he would either have joined 


the combination, or have been the dupe of the 


defigning artifice, of Infidelity. And, from 


what we have ſeen, notwithſtanding ſuch ob- 


ſtructions to their progreſs, we may reaſonably 
conclude we ſhould then have felt all the ſame 


miſerable effects, and been plunged into the ſame 


awful ſcene of horrors ; either in the. natural 


courſe of events, or in the righteous judgment 


of God. But we have to bleſs God that ours is 
the only king who was not more or leſs the co- 


adjutor or dupe of their ſatanical deſigns. 


The black. and ſtormy cloud has long been 


hanging over Europe, and burſting here and 


there with the moſt deſolating effects; while 
we, though anxiouſly alarmed, have only felt 
comparatively a few drops falling as it were 


from its ſkirts. Sometimes the gathering ftorm 


has 
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has ſeemed to be approaching nearer, but has 
graciouſly and unexpectedly been removed ; 
and, 1 truſt it will yet be ſo, while there is in 
this kingdom a remnant of the Lord's people, a 
praying remnant, who are found at a Throne of 
Grace; who like the faithful Iſraelites ſigh and 
cry for the abominations of the land, and earn- 
eſtly fupplicate through the Redeemer the for- 
giweneſs of their Own fins, and the tranſgreſſions 


of a guilty nation. In ſuch general darkneſs 


:nd diſtreſs we ought not indeed to expect great 
things, nor to hope for ſplendid advantages; if 


preſerved through all in the enjoyment of our 


privileges, it muſt excite our admiration, and 
claim our gratitude and praiſe.—It is in this 
reſpect we are now called upon to mark the in- 
terpoſitions of a gracious God, and, bleſſed be 


his name, many ſuch now ſuggeſt themſelves to 


: „ recollection. Let us fix our attention on a 
; few. | | 

Some time ago it pleaſed the Lord to threaten 
us with a famine ; but in the time of extremity 
he opened the ſource of ſupply—then he gave 
us an abundant harveſt which diſſipated our 
: fears ; and, in the meanwhile, ftirred up a ſpirit 
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of liberality in the more opulent ; which pre- 
vented the progreſs of diſaffection in thoſe who 
might have bcen irritated by the keener feeling3 
of diſtreſs. | ; 

A little while ſince the whole nation was 
alarmed by the moſt unuſual, unexpected, and 
diſtreſſing, appearance. The natural bulwarks 
of the nation were breaking themſelves down 5 
the very character of the Britiſh ſailor was 
changed ; diſaffection and mutiny were the only 
remaining proofs of courage ; our own ſword 
had nearly been thruſt into our own vitals—but 
the ſuppreſſion was as ſudden and unexpected as 
its riſe, | | 
The interpoſition of God, when an invading 
fleet ſtood upon the ſhores of a ſiſter kingdom, 
was ſo evident, that Infidelity itſelf could ſcarce- 
ly but difcover it. While our fleets wandered 
as though infatuated in the ſearch, the hand of 
God alone perplexed the purpoſes of our enc- 
mies ; defeated their deſigns; and drove them 
back in the way by which they came diſappoint- 
ed and aſhamed, _ 

But, on the preſent occaſion, we are parti- 


cularly called to recolle& the three illuſtrious 


and 
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and deciſive victories obtained in three deſpe- 


rate engagements, with each of the three great 


Powers with whom we are at war: and each of 


theſe obtained in the very critical moment, to 


- diſappoint the defigns of our enemies, and 


ſecure our threatened privileges and rights. 


Here the antient wiſdom and valour of the Bri- 


tiſh navy was again diſplayed, and he, who can 


make one to chaſe a thouſand, or ten thouſand to 
flee at the rebuke of one, ſtill directed us by the 
fame {kill, ſtill ſupported in our ſailors the ſame 
ſpirit of courage and intrepidity, which has 
exhauſted the naval efforts of our enemies : the 
only way in which | they could perſonally , annoy 
us. Ihe la of theſe, both in the time and 


manner, appears moſt providential; and, the 


more every circumſtance 15 conſidered, the more 


evidently will tlie hand of God appear, whale its 
effects are moſt important and beneficial. | 
If we look at thoſe countries which have been 
ſacked and plundered by the deſolating brigands, 
and then turn back our eyes and conſider our pre- 
ſent ſituation, ſurely, amidſt all our complaints, 
we muſt ac knowledge our mercies are great; and, 


while lamenting the impending judgments, muſt 


— — — 
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(1) 
feel our obligation to join notwithſtanding in the 


| ſong of mercy. © 


We have ſeen our enemies conquering the 


moſt powerful and veteran armies—rolling on 


and accumulating a force which has prevailed to 


carry all before them. We have ſeen them ra- 


vaging the Low Countries penetrating over the 


ice into Holland, ſpread, as it were, by the 
hand of Providence to expedite their way (ſuch 
a phenomenon had not appeared for near a cen- 


tury before), We have obſerved them running 


over the Pyrenees into Spain, climbing over the 


Alps into Italy, betraying the ſtates of Venice, 


reaching almoſt to Rome, and then ruſhing back 
again to the very gates of Vienna. | | 

And what have they done wherever they have 
fixed their hoſtile banners? what—but ſpread 
tie poiſon of infidelity, and accompliſh (as far 


as circumſtances would permit,) their former 


avowed deſign of extirpating Chriſtianity, and 


diſſolving every ſocial bond—but in every at- 


tempt againſt us they have failed!!! Their navy, 
nearly equal with ours at the firſt, has dwindled 
almoſt to nothing; while ours, by the good 
hand of God upon us, has riſen to an height un- 


paralleled 
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paralleled before. The providence of God has 
by theſe interpoſitions evidently faid unto them, 
« Flitherto ſhalt thou go, but no farther,” &e. 
The Britiſh kingdoms have been preſerved, and, | 
in every effort againſt us, they, who have thruſt 
the world before them, “ have become like com- 
mon men.“ Surely then © the band of the 
Lord is in all this,” and we may ſing of mercies 
in the midſt of judgments. Surely we may con- 
ſider theſe favors as pledges of his yet continued 
kindneſs, though to an ungrateful land; that 
yet he hears the prayers of his people; and» 
while thankful for his interpoſitions, and ſup- 
plicating his aid, he will magnify himſelf as the 
God of our ſalvation. 

If inſtead of theſe victories we had experienced 
defeat, what muiſt have been the effect? Ere 
now we had been deprived of all our ptivileges 
and liberties, had been debarred or abridged in 
the exerciſe of our religion, this country had be- 
come the ſeat of anarchy and rebellion, or de- 
voted to decline in ſubjection to a foreign power. 
And, if any circumſtance can yet more diſtin- 
guiſhingly mark the gracious providence of God, 
and claim our greater gratitude, it is this; the in- 


ward 
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gious privileges, which we now enjoy; ; notwith- 
tions, againſt all order and religion. It is 


ſent awful ſtate of Europe; but, when we conſi- 


obſervations, which may direct us to its proper 


mercy interſperſed. Put, let us recollect, the 
way to enjoy future bleſſings is to be grateful for 


thoſe we poſſeſs; and, while diſcovering grati- 
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ward tranquillity in which this Kingdom has been 


yet preſerved, the peaceful exerciſe of our reli- 


ſanding the many who, in proſecuting the ſame 
diforganizing plans, have aimed the ſame daring 


efforts, or directed the ſame ſubtle machina- 
true we experience many effects of the pre- 


der attentively theſe undeniable circumſtances, 
let us ſay if we have not great reaſon for grati. 


tude and thankſgiving. 
We will now cloſe the ſubje& by a few ſhout 


Improvement. | 
The yirsT uſe we may make of this view of 
preſent circumſtances i is to incite within ourſelves 
a ſpirit of thankfulneſs, | 
We talk ſo much of our judgments and 
diſtreſſes, ze dwell ſo much on the gloomy fide 


of the cloud, that we perceive not the beams of 


tude 


tude for the paſt; we may prefer with greater 
confidence our ſupplications for the neceſſities 
that yet remain. 5 

Let this view of preſent circumſtances alſo 
encourage in us a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication. 
Though things are not juſt as we could with 
them at home or abroad, our only helper is 
the God of our mercies; who turns the heart 
even of rulers in the channel which he pleaſes. 
Our murmurings and ingratitude are not likely 
io change our affairs for the better. But, when 
we are found at the Throne of Grace, we are 
ſurely engaged in the beſt way of its attainment, 
and, through the goodneſs of God, we do not 
pray without encouragement. Theſe circum- 
ſtances of providence may juſtly be conſidered 
as anſwers to former prayer, and directions to 
future dependance. God will indeed hear a 
| praying people, and, if they be but a remnant, 
they ſhall be as the ſalt of the land to preſerve it 
from deſtruction. But, remember, © if the, ſalt 
have loſt its favour wherewith ſhall it be fea- 
ſoned. 5 * God's people are declining from a 
ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication what' muſt be 
the iſſue ? Whatever wiſe plans they may form 
C for 
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for the amelioration of the ſtate, whatever acti- 


vity they may diſcover in their execution, judg- 
ment is not far behind“ henceforth it is good 
for nothing but to be trodden under foot of 
3 _— = 5 | | | 


Let this view alſe encourage us quietly to 


wait for God under the neceſſary burdens that 
may ariſe from ſo unprecedented a ſituation. 


In theſe, as Chriſtians, it becomes us to diſcern 
and acknowledge the hand of God, and the 
effects of his righteous diſpleaſure. It is true 
we feel, And we begin to feel where we might 


have expected it long before, in a part the moſt 


keen to ſenſibility in a commercial nation, but 


ſtill let us again recolle&, how little in compa- 
riſon of all around us! While then we lock to 
him who only can direct and deliver, while we 


commit ourſelves to his wiſdom and unerring 
providence, the many interpoſitions of his former 


care may encourage our hopes, that yet, in the 


time of our extremity, he will appear, and the 


dark cloud, which now hangs with threatening 
aſpect, will break, and be diſſipated by the 


beams of mercy, 
But 


( 19.) 


But theſe views ſhould above all inftrudt us to 


BEWARE OF INFIDELITY. | 

Oh that I could ſpeak it with a voice that 
might pervade every corner of the land, BEwARR 
or INFIDELITY. This has been the cauſe of all the 
evils which have deſolated Europe. And, amidſt 
all our alarms, the greateſt danger that now 
preſſes upon us ſprings from the rapid ſpread of 
ſuch principles amongſt ourſelves, which ſeem to 
call upon the great God our Saviour to avenge his 


- honour and his cauſe. —Infidelity generally makes 


its firſt advances under the plaufible pretext of 
natural virtue and morality ; conceals its true 
nature for a time, till the mind led from evil to 


evil is gradually prepared for the moſt diabolical 


plans. And, when once the authority of the Lord 


our Redeemer is ſhaken off, ſoon all authority 
will be diſregarded, and, when the bonds of our 


obligation to God are broken, every ſocial bond 


will ſoon be looſened and deranged. We have 
feen therefore thoſe, who were the chief ſup- 
porters of an infidel combination, the firſt to 


luffer its effects. — How far, in the preſent awful 


criſis of Divine Judgments, the providence of 


(rod may permit the contagion to ſpread, we 
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preſume not to conjecture; but, ſhould it diffuſe 
itſelf throughout this land, ſhould it exten 4 


rhroughout the. world, the world would be but 


treaſuring up wrath for itſelf, a and deſolation from 


the. vindicating hand of God. 


Let us then, who are ſo favored, learn a 
theſe conſiderations to be thankful for, and to 
diligently i improve our religious privileges, while 
continued in their enjoyment. Hitherto theſe | 
bleflings have been ſpared to us, and, in this 
reſpe&, we are privileged above all the nations. 
We may uſe with peculiar propriety the language 
of the Pfalmiſt. „He ſheweth his word unto | 


Jacob, his ſtatutes, and his judgments unto Iſrael. 
He hath not dealt fo with any nation : and as 


for his judgments, they have not known them. 
Praiſe ye the Lord.“ Pſalm cxIviiz 19, 20. 


We truſt that many of you know their value, 
Oh then be careful to improve them. « Walk 


while ye have the light leſt e come upon 
you.“ | 
And ye that kw your blefſedneſs Mins 


| uſe a Throne of Grace for yourſelves and a 


guilty nation, and wait in patient expectation 


the end oe the Lord. But, if accepted i in the 


| beloy ed, 


- Comp 
beloved, whatever may come upon the nation, 
or the world, it ſhall be well with us; it ſhall be 
well in time, through all the trials we are called 
to endure; it ſhall be well in death: and, 
bleſſed be God, beyond is the kingdom of 
unchanging reſt and peace for ever. And, when 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come again, with 
glory infinitely ſurpaſſing, yea, diſgraced by any 
compariſon with -that which now excites the 
gazing admiration of many of our fellow crea- 
tures, he ſhall come to welcome us to that 
bliſsful kingdom, and exalt us in the glories of 
his complete ſalvation. PE 
May he by all his di 
pare us for, then bring us there, to his Own 
eternal praiſe, with the F ather and the Holy 
_ Amen. 


a 


nſations on earth pre- 


THE END. 


